Thoſe Things about DO CT RINE and 
WORSHIP, -which i _ ſurely be- 
lieved and received a 


QUAKERS: 


V1 2. 
Concerning the Man CHRIST, His Swffer- 
ings, Heath, Reſurreftion, Faith, 10 his Blood, 
the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs, San” 
NEE Japon, &c. IN 


— 


| 


— | 


— 


opthe mouth of Clamour, ads to inform 
aw 4. re to know'the Truth as it is in Feſus ; * 


© By the Servant of the Lord, John Crook. 


Concerning the Difference between the Perſwaſions of | 
REASON, and thePerſwaſions of Faith, | 


I "IR —_S— ah | 


To which is added, Somewhat 


6 


__—___ 


L ONDON, Printed io Year, 166 3. 


—_—— 


—  —— — 


— —_ ——]....Aw_ 


= 


— 


, <4 a of - 
* # 


i] O R, | 

| Thoſe things about Doftrine and Worſhip, which are 

moſt ſurely believed and 1cceived amongſt the 
People of God, called QUAKERS. 


Any are the-Reports that are abroad concern- 
ng this People, not only as to their Practices 
and Deportments, but alfo as to their Do- 

6 Etrines and Beliefs, "The former,time having 
in a great meaſure reſolved and worn ont, as being the 
refupe of lyes for the ignorant and unrighteous ro fly un- 
403 but that {tortny and wintry appearance is well nigh 
-cotr and; gone, becauſe the Sun 1s'fo far rifen, and the. 
true Lapht fo ſrreth, that moſt begin to ſee, that thoſe 
Reports'were butlyes and ſcandals, raiſed ar Fip-leaves 


| -to covex.the nakedntfs of other Profeſſions , that, be- 
| | rome cm groncge to- appear, through the Light, that 


edi'in theſe Peoples Lives and Converſations, But 
thougly the firſt be gone; yer the latter ſtil ſticks with 

any ;-asnot knowing what they hold, as to,Doftine, 
ſome faying they deny the Scripture, and rhe Reſurreftion 
of the body, and -all Ordinantes, with the Man Chriſt, and 

' his Death and Sufferings, and tmputatton of his Righteouſ- 
neſs, and-faith-in his Blood, &c.” Wherefore, for the 1a- 
risfaQiou of all chat would willingly be reſolved, and 
know the- Truth as 7 '7r.im Fefas, 1 have writtenthis 


| fhort Account of their'Farrh and Belief; and if it were 


A 2 poſhble 


TRUTHS, PRINCIPLES: © 


(4) 

poſſible to ſtop the mouth of clamorons tongues, befor 
Sentence be giyen againſt them by ſome ſignal ſtroke oi 
the Lord from Heaven, which he will undoubtedly in 
his appointed time reveal and make maniſeſt, to the trem- 
bling of all hearts concerned therein, and tingling of all 
ears that ſhall hear thereof, when it ſhall be ſaid unto 
them, The holy ſhall be holy ſtill 5 and he that ts filthy, let 
him be filthy (tell, Rev.22.11. | 


We believe, That the God of all Grace, hath given 
a meaſure of Grace, or ſome manifeſtation of bis Spirit 
and Light thereof unto all men, according un Hſe 
Scriptures 3 John 1. 9. Titus 2.11, 1 Cor.,12. 7, Neb.,g9. 
20. and experiences of all men, who ( at ſome time or 
other) do feel ſomething in their Hearts and Conſctences, 
that doth luſt againſt the fleſh, and the fleſh againft it, 
and that theſe two are contrary the one to the other ; one 
luſting after eve, which is evil ; and the other | 
good, which is good 5 the one carnal, the other ſpiritual ; 
the one from the Earth, the other from Heaven, Gal, x. 
I6, 17, 

We belieye, By this Gift, Grace, and Inſpiration of 
the Almighty, man onely can come to know the true God 
truly 5 what he is, and how he works in the Hearts and 
Conſciences of People, to regenerate them and make 
them bear his Image, according unto x Cor.1.,19,20,21, 
Luke 10.21. and experiences of all that ever were regene- 
rate and born apatn, 

We believe, That all the Errors and miſtakes about 
God, and the things relating to his Kingdom, ſpran 
and arofe from mens wandring from this Gift o God 
into their own Imaginations 3 whereby, though they 

apy | thought 


we 
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out excuſe, accuſing tor the evil,and exca/ing tor thg good, 


(s) 
thought themſelves wiſe, yet they became fools and erred, 
therr foolſh hearts being darkned, according to Rom. 1. 
not knowing the Scriptures nor the Power of God, as it is 
written, Mat. 22, 29, ; 

We believe and know, that this Gift and Grace of 
God appears in and unto all men, that all may be with- 


— to Rom. 2.15, 16, ſhewing unto man whats 
good, and reproving of him in his own Conſcience for 
the evil, whether thoughts, words or deeds ; and tifat | 
this reproof” of Inſtruftton is the way of Life, Prov..6, | l 
23. NOT _ 
Webelieve, that as the trwe God and Eternal Life is 
known only by the light of this Grfz and Grace, accord- 
ing unto the Scriptures, from which Light and Spirit of. 
God came the Scriptures, both of the O!d and New Te- 
ftament, as it is written, 2 Pet, 1.21. ſo can they only | 
be read, as truly to be believed, fulfilled and prattiſed, in | [; 
the Light and Power of the ſame; and all that are our i 
of this Spirit, muſt needs be zgnoraxt and unlearned in WM. 
the Apoſile's ſenſe, who wreſt the Scriptures to therr own 
deſtruttton, as it is written : for Peter and John were un- 
learned men outwardly, not knowing letters, but inward- 
ly read in the hr Woe of this Light and Spirit of 
God, and wreſfted not the SCRIPTURES, Acts 
4.13: 2 PF. 3-16. EN Þ 

We believe, according to the Scriptures, 2 Cor. 4. 3. 
that whereſoeyer the Power of God 1s not known with- 
in, there th» Goſpel #5 hid and unknown unto them that 
are loſt, in whom the god of this world hath blznded the minds 
of them that believe not, left the Light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriſt, whe is the Image of God, ſhould ſhtne unto them, 


and 


5, Irog 

-nd' God ſhould heal them ; becauſe it is only by the 
-Light of Chrift, the Power of God, that the Creature 
*comes:truly.to ſee himſelf in his loſt and undone eſtate ; 
from which fight ariſeth rhe true fence in the heart of 
the Creature, that makes him cry out of his wretched- 
"tieſs, by. reafon of the body off fin and death, which ne- 
<ceſltxes hin to look onr tor a; Saviour, whom God 
mmanifefterh in and by rhe ſame Light, that ſhines in the 
*beart, on purpoſe 7o grve the light of the knowledge of the 
"Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,Goa's Image, where- 
-by God healetlr the ſoul : And therefore doth the De- 

vil, the god of the world, ſtrive ſo much by the gitts of 
the pleaſures, profits, vanities, and luſts thar are in the 
world, which he preſenteth 'to men and women now, 
is he did to Chrift, in the dayes of his fleſh, when he 
Thewed to him all the world, with its glory ; which Glory 
as, the L1ſt of the fleſh, the Luſt oft eye, ani thePride 
of Erfe, what-ever may make'this Life happy (as it were) 
in the things that may pride it,or litr it up to /t as Queen : 
And as men and women take and receive theſe Gifts 
from the God. of this world, their minds are blinded; 
becauſe they- believe not in the: Light, which ſhewerh 
them the Vanities of all the Gifts of the god of this wo/ld 5 
which gifts the Devil knows (it they be received). will 
fo blind the minds of them thar receive them, that they 
will not come to be ſenſible in the true Light of their 
toſt- Conditions, 1o' as to cry unto God from the deep 
and true ſence ; for then God, outof the depths of his 
Loye and Mercy, could not but heal them : And there- 
fore, leſt the true Light ſhould ſhine znto them, to give' 
chem the ſenſible knowledge of themſelves, and God 
ould heal them, the Devil { as god if the world; by the 

| things 


things of the worſtl } endeavours to blind themind.( not": 
the brain-knowledge, bur the hearty+feeling ſence withs: 
in in the mind ) -leit the Light within ſhould fo ſhine, as: 
God ſhould heal them; and all the busſlings of Satan 
with his gifts, are but to blinde the mind within, left 
God ſhould heal. the ſoul, ;that complains to him from - 
on true fight and ſence of his Miſery', as. in him- - 
elt. | ot 5; 
| By this Grace and Geft within, we believe, That to ms 
(though in the world there be Lords many, and Gods many) 
there u but ONE GOD, the Father of our Lor&Feſus Chrift, - 
witnefled within man onely by the Spirit of Truth; that: 
manifeſts both the Father and the Son; and yer theſe. 
three are one, and agree in one; and he thathonours the 
Father, honours the Son that proceeds from him: ; and ' 
he that denies the Spirit, denies both the Father and the ; 
Son, and is Anti-Chriſt 3 but he that believes in the Spi- 
rit,, and is led by it, is the Son of God, Rom. 8. 14. 
As many 4s are the Sons of 'God, are led by the Spirit 
of God. a 18/3 "WINE 

_ We' believe, The Scriptures bear witneſs unto, and 
teſtifie of Chriſt ;- but they ſay the IV/itneſs of God is 
greater than them, the Spirit ut ſelf bearing witneſs with 
our ſpirits, that we are the Sons of God: DA it 15 not the, 
Scriptures without the Spirit;-nor the Spirit Contrary. ta: 
the Scriptures, but the Spirit's: diſcoyering: the Will -of 

Godin the heart, or opening ot the Seniptures-ifyits- own! 
' time and way,. and not in or by the will of man, but 
as .it ſelf pleaſeth ( who. ſearcheth allthings, even the 
deep:things of God,,, and manifeſts themunto the ſoul } 
which giveth. the perfect ſound:and favingktiawledge 2 
for, {aid Chrift, The Spirit foall take of une, ani ſhem 


them 


8 

them anto you. And as holy an gavethrt hthe Scrip- 
tures, 2 Pet, 1, 21, ſo holy men, and they only, come 
truly to underſtand them, and not proud or ungodly 
mens becauſe their hearts and lives do not anſwer the 
hearts and lives of thoſe that gave them forth, as face 
anſwereth face in a glaſs. And this we believe to be the 
reaſon, why ſo long preaching (by men of corrupt minds, 
who have and do handle the words decertfully, for ſelfiſh 
ends and filthy lucre-ſake ) hath brought forth ſo little 
frait, and been to fo little purpoſe, except to their purſes 
and bellies ; for had they believed,and therefore ſboken,and 
flood in God s Counſel, they ſhauld have profited their hearers, 
Fer,23,21, 22,23. to theend. 

Through this Gift, we believe, That Chriſt Jeſus (the 
Son of God ) was manifeſt in the fleſh, in the fulneſs of 
time, And this we know by the fame Spirit, by which 
our fathers believed he ſhould come, and Abraham ſaw 
his day ; by the ſame do we believe he is come, and do 
ſee his day ; as alſo by the Prophets and Apoſtles Wri- 
tings, which twofold Cord u not eaſily broken. 

| Webelieve alſo, according to the Scriptures of Truth, 
That thts ſame Jeſus hath God highly exalted, and given him 
s Name above every Name, that whoſoever believes in him, 
foall not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life 5 and that there 
is not another Name whereby man can be ſaved, than 
this Name of Jeſus Chrift ; nor is Remiflion of Sins to 
be preached by any other Name. But as we do not be- 
lieve that the outward letters & ſyllables are that Name, 
that are to be bowed to by the outward knee, no more 
than the letters: or fyHables in the-words, God, or Sprrzt, 
ſeeing the Scripture faith, Unto God, who is a Spirit, 
every knee ſhall baw;Ifa. 45. 23. But that Name _— 
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ſaves, is the Power and Arm of God, that brings Salvation 
-from Sin, and makes every ſoul that names it, to depart from 
Tniquity. . This is thar Name which was preached, and which is 
preached through Faith, in which Name remitlion of finis ob- 
tained : Therefore was the outward word Jeſs given him, as 
his outWard name; Thog ſhalt call his name JESUS, for be 
ſrall ſave his People from their Sins: | Mark] for he ſhall ſave, &c. 
So that which 1aves, is the Name, which is to be believed in, 
-Which is chat Arm of God that brings Salvation,' when no eye pit- 
ties, neither s there any to help ; the Power of God that then 
ſaves, 1s that Grace that comes from - the fulneſs of Chriſt the 
Saviour : And without this vertue, Chriſt and Jeſus are bur em 
ty names, 1 Cor, 12. 3, No man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 
but by the holy Gheſt, 

We believe alio, That this Jeſus died for, or becauſe of Sin, 
and role again for the Juſtifcation of thoſe that believe in him, 
as well as co manifeſt to all the world, that he was the Sox of 
God, and that he thereby: ſþoz/ed Principalities and Powers, and 
triumphed over them openly, and led captivity captive in his own 
perſon ; yet we believe and know, by his Grace in our hearts, 
that as his name Feſw, without vertue and power, is but an 
empty word ; ſo his Dying, without man's Conformity to his 
Death, or being planted into the likeneſs thereof, or being cru- 
cified with Chnift (as ſaith the Scrip.ure, Kopp. 6. 2, 3, 4, 536. 
Gal. 2, 20.) will not profit man, as to the Sakyation of his ſonl, 
no more than the naming of his outward name | Jeſas] doth at 
this day-make people to depart from Iniquity. For we believe, 
and are ſure, that man muſt dye inwardly, as well as Chriſt died 
outwardly, and mult be put to' death in his fleſh, as Chiilt was 
in his : for (he that # 1n the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 8.8, 
neither ceaſe from ſin ; but hethat is dead, 15 freed from fin, Rom: 
6.7: And yet mans dying unto in, and the root and principle 
of it in himſelf, is ſo far from making vord Chriſt's Deathin 
his own perion, that it eſtablitheth 1: to all thote ends:and put- 
poſes, for which it was iniended of rhe-Father. | As 1he/Cures 
which the Phyfitian doth, manifeſt: and eftabliſht his-skilt and 
 ability.; ſo dothmans-dying.unto fin and ſelf, and 1ivingunto 
God, . manifeſt and eſtablith; the vertue and power of SINE 
@ 4.0 B Death : 
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2ath : for as man manifeſts his being riſen wich Chriſt, by his 
ſeeking the things that are above, Col. 3, x, 2. ſo doth he mani- 
felt his knowledge of the Death of Chriſt, by his being cracefied 

_ with Chriſt, aud bearing about in hu body the dyings of the Lord 
' Jeſus; foras itis not an outward belief, gathered from the ler- 
r2r, that will change the heart and life ( though the judgment 
and opinion it may ) ſo is 1t not a beltef from the hiſtdry,.. or 
letter only, that can give man a ſaving knowledge of the Death 
of Chriſt ; but he muſt have the ſame glory and Powey of the Fa- 
ther in meaſure, working in him' there, to beget Faith in his 
heart, that he may believe unto Salvation from his own filthi- 
nefs and 1ighteouſneſle, as well as confeſs with his mouth, Roms, 
10, and muſt have that Spirze in him gz:ckang his mortal body, 
as well as to believe that it was 1# Chriſt, and raiſed np him from 
the dead, Rom. 8, 11x, And this mat, whoever he bz, bond or 
free, that thus believes the Deathof Chriſt, and its ſatisfation 
to God, as well as its uſefulneſs to man, cannot make it void, 
nor divide it and its vertue upon the ſoul that thus knows it, but 
will ſay, here is a dying man, witneſſing. the Death of ChriR, 
and nevertheleſs the ſame man living with Chriſt, and con- 
cluding if Chiift had not died, man mult have perithed in his 
fin ; this being the way found out by God to recover him, where- 
by he knows Chriſt and hm crucified, and what the preaching of 
the Croſs of Chriſt is, which 1s fooliſhneſs ro them that periſh,but 
to them that are ſaved, the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, 
x Cor;'1,,x8, | 

By this Gift of God in our hearts, we further believe, That 
Chriſt Jeſus roſe again from the dead, according unto the Scrip- 
tures, and ſits at God's right hand in a glorious body ; and we be- 
lieve that our low eſtates and humbled bodies ſhall be made like 
wnto his glorious Body, through the working of hu mighty Power, 
dbwrebr bo ts able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf ; and that this 
wortality ſhall put on immortality, For though we believe that 
Chriſt Jeſus hath lighted every man with his Light, whereby 
man may come to know himſelf loſt and undone, as before is 
faid ; yet therefore is not every man ſaved, though the Grace 
that appears to all men is /»fſic:et in it ſelf ; but ſome have the 
Grace of God beftowed on them in vain, not liking to retain 
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God in their knowledge, though ſamething within them fhewes 
them whatis good ; but they rejeft the Counſel of God within, ov 
againſt themſelves, to their own defiruttion, Luk, 7, 30. ( ſee the 


Margent) and yet it doth net follow that the Grace is inſufſi- 


cient of 1t ſelf, no more than it follows that Chrift's Deathis 
inſufficient, becauſe he taſted death for every man, and yet every 
man is not ſaved. Neither doth Regezeratzoy, or the betieving 
in the Lrghr of Chrilt within, make wid the Death and Sufferings 
of Caritt without at Feruſalems , no more than believing the 
Scripture-teſtimony without concerning Chriſt's Death, makes 
void th2 work of Regeneration and Mortification within 3 but 
as the Apoſtle ſaith in another caſe, ſo ſay 1 in this, For 4s the 
man 15s wot without the woman, neither ts the woman without the 


. waninthe Lord ; even io 1s not the Death and Sufferings of Chr if 
' Without at Jeruſalem, to be made void and of none effe&t by 


any thing Within, neither doth the Light within make that of 
none eft2& withont, but both in the Lord anſwers his will ; 


. for though there is, and may be, a knowledge and belief of 


what Chrilt did and 1tuffered without the Gates, in his own bo- 
dy, upon the Tree, and yetfin alive in the beart, and the work 
of Regenerationnot known ; yer it cannot beſo where the Light 
within is believed on, and obeyed, ſo as te have its perfe& 
work in thz hart, to regenerate and make all things new, and 
to be of God ; this man can n2ver make-void what Chrilt hath 
done and ſuffered without : And yet this new-birth, or Chriſt 
formed within and dwelling in the heart by Faith, -doth not 
limit or confine Chiit to be only within, and not without al- 
ſo, but both within and without, according to the good plea- 
ſure of the Father to reveal and make him known; -tor, he fills 
all things, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain him, and 
yet is he at God's right hand, far above all Heavens, in a glo- 
rious body. 

And 'wealſo believe the Reſurrettion of the Juſt aud Unjuſft, the 
one to Salvation, and the other to Condemnation, according unto 
the Judgment of the great Day ; and then ſhall every Seed have 


its own body, according to I Cor, If, 36, 37, 38, Which weve- - 


rily believe : for if the dead ariſe not, we are of all men moſt miſe- 
rable, But becauſe we dare not be ſo fooliſhly inqusſitive,as to ſay, 
| B 2 with 
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| With what bodies ſhall they ariſe ? therefore do ſome ſay, we den 

1 both 'the Reſurre&ion of the Body of Chriſt, and of all thar 

| are or ſhall bz dead : Bur this allo is falſe; for every man ſhall 

be raiſed in his own order ; but Chr ſt the firſt fruits, 1 Cor. 15, 

23. And we believe, they.thall bz raiſed wich the ſame bodies, 

| ſo far as a natural and ſpiritual, corrup:ibls and incorruptible, 

Ta | terreſtrial and celeſtial can bz the ſame. 

2 We furcher believe, according unto chez Scriptures, concern- 

A ing Faith, Thac hit Faith is only true, which is God's gift, and 

} hath Chriſt Jeſns, the Power of Gol, for its author and objec; 

and is diltinguiſhed from che dead Faith by ics fruits: for though 

in diſcription and definicion chey may carry a reſemblince, yet 

in nature are as diff:ren: as a living man is from a dead, waich 

Wants not form or th1pe, bc life and power. So ſaith che Apo- 

file James, As the boy without. a ſp:rut uu dead, ſo is Faith without 

Works ; even (o is that Faich which {tznds in the wiſdom of words, 

and not in the pow2r of God : by the one, man 1s kept in cap= 

tivity to the world and the things of it, but by the other he 

hath viftory over the world, 1 Joh. 5.4. and the Seal and Wit- 

neſs chereof in his own heart, - whereby it is purified, ayd God is 

ſeen ; for the pare 1# heart ſee God, Mat. 5.8, This Faith differs 

| men now, and their Worſhips, as it did Cai» and Abel ; for, by 

| Faith Abel offered up a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Heb,11, 
L | | By this living Faith, Azel ſaw beyond the Sacrifice unto Chriſt; ' 


| the firſt-born of God, beyond the firſtling of the flock, which he 
offered, and therefore God had reſpet unto Abel and his Of- 
fering ; but God rejected Can and his Offering; though he had 
| | Baich to believe it to be his duty, yet ticking in the Form, and 
1 not flying on the wing of Faith unto Chriſt the Oze Offering, 
| | he miſled the mark, as all have done ever fince that have gone 


in Caiz's way of worſhipping,as well as killing men about Wor. 
| | | ſhip. But we believe that Faith to bez only true and ſaving, 
that flyes over ſelt-11ghteouſneſs, as well as filthineſs, unto the 

Fountain of Life in Chriſt ; which Faich hath nothing of man - 
12 init, but is as the breath of Life by which the Soul lives; nota 
198 bare afſent to the truth of a propoſition in the natural.'under- . | 

Randing, bur the Soul's cleaving unio God, out of a natural. 

- neſs between Chriſt and the Soul ; and ſo lives rather by rela. - 


» tion, 


C8 . 
tion, than bare credit or deſperate adventure and hazard ; not 
looking at its doing to commend it, but God's love and bounty 
in-Chrilt the Light, to recerve it:;' and: yet Holineſs isits:de- 
light, on he can no moze live out of it, than the:fiſh ypowthe; 

ry land. | | | rn MST 6 LG. on 

We believe, that this Faith keeps the mind pare and the heart 
clean, through the ſprink/1ng of the heart from an evil conſcience, 
by the Blood of Feſus, which remits the Sin, and-juitifhes the 
Soul, through the vercue of. this:Blood received into the heart 
by this living Faith, which receives all is power and vertue 
from Chriſt, 1n whom it abides as.its roor-and obje&, whereby 
Juſtification 18 witneſled from Sjn, not in Sin, Rom. 6.22, But 
now being made free from ſin, and become ſervants unto God, you 


v 


have your fruits unto Holineſs, and the end everlaſting 


Life. co - 

We believe, that Juſtification and Santtificat ton are Fr OR 
but not divided - for as he that ſanAifieth and juſtiherh 15 one, 
ſo do theſe go together ; and when the Soul hath the greateſt 
ſence of Juſtification upon it, through the vertue of the Blogd 
of. Jeſus by the living Faith, then 1s it molt int love with Holi- 
neis, and at the greateſt diſtance from Sin and Eyil 3 and when-: 
ever there is a failing in SanRification,there is alſo ſome eclipſe 
of Jultificationin theeye of the Soul, un'1l Faith hath recover- 
ed 1s ſtrengthagain, which it loſt by Sin's prevailing. - For, as 
the fartheſt and cleareſt fight is4n the. brighteſt-day.- fo is it 
With the Soul, when ir.is moſt n the} brightnefle:and beauty-of 
Holinefle, its JuRification-appears moſt, glorious, and its Umon 
and Commumon 'mott ſweet and laſting ;. and'ſo, like two 
twins, as they are much of an age, -ſo they are«like one to the 
other ; and what God. hath joyned together, let no man put aſſan- 
der. ens in £0 lr grace; Foe; 

We alſo by this Light believe, That Acceptance with the-Fa- 
ther is only in Chritt; and by. hx Righteouineſs made oxrs, or 
imputed uno ws ; not by thecreaturely skil, but by the appli- 
catory act of God's gift of Gyace, whereby the. ſoul feels the 
difference between ſelf-applying by 1ts own. Faith, and God ap- 
plying by his Spixir, and 1o, making \Chiift unto che Soul, :f- 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Santt fication and Redemption : , So that we 


believe, and ate tute, that there is a great diff:rence berween , 


Impu- 
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Imputation, as it is the a& of man's ſpuir, andas itis the a& 
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of free Grace, without man's forcing, And ſo we diſtinguiſh 
between Imagination and: Impntation, between reckoning or 
imputing that-is real, and reckoning os imputation that is not 
real, but a fiction and imagination in the creaturely-witl'and 
power : And becauſe we ate againit the latter,” we are'la- 
moured upon, as if we denied the Imputation of Chrift's Righ- 
teouſneſs-, when -1t is-only unto thoſe that are not made righ= 
reous byit,'to walk ar be alſo walked : For,as the Scripture ſaith, 
It is-not he that faith he is mighteous by the imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, but he that doth r1ghteonſneſs is righteom, 
as Chriſt s righteous, 1 Joh. 3, 7. he thac believes otherwiſe is 
deceived. And yet it isnot As of Righteouſneſs, as done by 
us, nor 4s inherent'in us, as as, by wich we are'accepted of 
God, - and .quftified before him; bur by Chriſt the-Auchor and 
Worker of thoſe as in vs and for us, whereby. we know that 
we are in him, and he in us, andwe hold him as our Head ;4into 
whom all:things are gathered together in one, even 1n him? 

-: Wefurtcher Leliere, That God is-only to be worſhipped; an@ 
not any Likeneſs that man makes unto himſelf of God, from any 
view, -ſight or knowledge that he hath had of -him, butin eve- 
ry a& and ſervice, man 1s to know-what ſubſtancially, as well as 
whom ſpeculatively or notionally he worſhippeth, as ir is writ- 
ten, Foh.'4.'22, Te worſhip ye know not what : we know what w6 
worſhip 3 for Salvation #« of the Fews, 'And he/ that thus wor- 
ſhips thei Father, honours the Son by the ſame Spirits which 1s _ 
one With the Father and the Son ; in which Spirit only God is 
worſhipped, according tothe form of its own chooſing and ma- 
nifeſting of itfelfin and 'by, according unto the good-pleaſure 


of theFather, who is a Spuit, and limits man unto the Spirit's - 


form, 'dat #llows not man' ro -limit the Spirit unto his form 
though it bs-nor of his inventing originally, but of the Father ; 
yet man/muſt no more limitGod unto it, than he could com- 
mand God to appear in tt at firſt : For as he choſe ithimſelf, ſo 
k Hy reſerved liberty tolleave it at his pleaſure, whoworks all 
ings after the counſel of his own Will, which'he hath parpoſed 1 
hamfulf that the'gift of the knowledge'-of the Myſtery of hes 
will, might for ever be.acknowledged to be of his Grace,- and 
p from 
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from the Riches 'of the Glaty: thereof, zecording to Eph; x. 
= free; man bound Sor. 


and man be bound, but G 
Light for God's Movings, but God free to move in» whomz to 
what, and whenhe pleaſeth : then man is to g0, when he ſaith 
£0, and come,. waen he ſaith come ; and ſuch Servants do ſerve 
[m9 3 and then there 1$no more curſe, as inthe dayes of Wil. 
worſhip and voluntary Humiluy,” but the Throne of God, and of the 
Lamb, Col. 2. 18, 23, Rev, 22. 3, 4. andtiheyſhall ſee his Face, 
and his Name ſhall be on their foreheads. SHEET 
We believe alſo, That this Worſhip is ſpiritual (and norear- 
nal) in all its Parts and Ordinatices, and not to be itnpefed 
by any outward foxce, bur' performed-/by thernmard teaditis'6f 
God's Spirit, according as the holy men of God were led and 
guided in the dayes paſt, who gave forth the Scriptures-;/ all im- 
poſitions of Worthip outward; beingonly en joyried under'thie 
firſs Covenant, that made nothing perfety wml rhe thay of Refer 
mation,. ſpoken of, Heb. 9, 19. But Chriſt being come; there is 
anend as well of ſuch Impofttions, as 6f the Meats and Drinks, 
and druers Baptiſms, and carnal Ordinances, they 'being att but 
AT Ld and 1 order unto an end ; but all:towailto Chrift, 
the ſum, and ſubſtance; of all;, f+be firf} pointed at by all, and 
[che laſt ending of all, tbe | Amen, And he thatthis worſhips 
God in Chriſt. his Ordinences are fpiritnal, and. not carn#}, and 
his Faith caf1ies him beyond- his Works, with rrghreexs Abel, 
and preſerves.him that heis not drowned in the form, like Cain; 
neither falls, he ſhort.of the Glory of God,! nor-of hits affurarice 
of Acceptance with him... | [ik SEO BIIN 113634 
We beheve there is one Baptiſtn neceffary unto Salvation, 
Epheſ. . 4. F. One Lord, one Faith, 08 Bupts{m. And this _ 
tiſm 1s Spiritual, of which Jobs's Water was bur-a figure, Joh. 
1.31. That he ſhould be. made manifeſt to Iſrael; therefore ann 1 
come, . baptizing with Water, faith Joh»: and 1: Pet; 3.41." The 
like fignre wherennto, even Baptiſm, doth alſo ow ſave us ; not the 
putting away of the filth of the fleſh,” but the anſwer of a govd Confei« 
ence towards God, by the Reſurretiion of -Fejau Chriſt, This one 
ſpiritual Sapp ane the Nameof Jeſus Chiifty ' 1$ that Which 
> Water being. but # figure, that Chiift might be ma- = 
nifeſt to 1/-ael, who had divers Baptiſtas irmpofed on them, 
| | | WE 
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until.the time of Reformation ;' but Chriſt the 


\ 


manded now by the ſame-$piric that commanded the Believers 


not. But this obe=- 
dience is vety rare to be found ;' and we could heartily defire, 
that all would confider ſeriouſly, whether Litceral ſayings ob- 
ſerved only by outward reading, hearing by the ear, or inward 
impulſes upon the heart by the Divine power, are the matives 


to be Baptized in the dayes paſt,cither for the furtherance'sf the  ? | 
Goſpel; or tryal of their Faich;we jadge th 


unto: obediences-in this kind, And if honeſty anduprighcneſs of 


heart maybe heard, we believe and know, the miny dead fouls 
every where, notwithRanding their Baptiſms, will be as ſo ma- 
ny witneſſes againft them, by their groveling upon the earth, as 
ſo many {lain and k:lled men by the Letter , 'while the Spirit's 
quicknings have not been known 1n the true Bapnim into death, 
Fox we find by daily expertences, that moſt men and'women live 
like Pharoah's lean kine, only to cat up the fat, and to envy thoſe 
that are not ſo lean-ſoul'd as themielves. 
We believe alſo, That as there is one true ſaving Baptiſm, ſo 
15 there. one Bread or Body of Chriit, which all-the Saints do 
feed vpon ; and though they be many as to 'perſons, yet their 
Bread 1s but one, and they all in it but one Bread. And this we 
believe is the fleſh that came down from heaven, Joh. 6. 33. 
Though the outward Fews now, as then, murmur at him, be- 
cauſe he ſaid, / am the Bread which came downfrom heaven, ver. 
41,42. Bur. Chrilt,' ( verſ. 45..)-to ſtop their murmuring , 
tells them, that the knowleaye of this. Myſtery was only revea- 
led unto them whom God ( and not man ) teacheth; and no 
more than are taxght of God, can ſet ſeal and ſubiciibe unto .his 
truth in Feſus : though we believe alſo, that J-ſus did take out. 
ward Bread, and. brake it, and gave itto the Diſciples, as the 


Scripture faith, ;and this was a figure of his Body{(that was to be | 
pierced and broken upon the Tree) and a ſhew,o ſhew forth his 


Death until.he came. And we believe he did ariie again,and ap- 


ey unto his Diſciples ; Ard all that believed were together, ard Þ 
a 3 


d all things common, &c.' And. they continuing daily with one ac= 


cord in the.].emple, breaking bread from hoſe to houſe, did eat their ©, > 


meat with gladneſs ana fngleneſs of heatt, praiſing God, and having 


aveur 


SubRance being "Þ. 


come, the Shadows fly away., And yet where ever any are cont | 
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= he comes tobe ſenſible of the movings and ftirrings of this Spi- 
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favour with all.the People, RY 2.44,45, 46,47. And we be- 


| '$ 


fieve that the Apoſtle, in 1Coy, 11, 20, faith true, where he 
faith, When ye come together therefore 1n one place, this ts ndt to 
eat the Lord's Snpper. And all that he ſpeaks in that Chapter, 
is not to perpetuate that outward breaking of Bread, otherwiſe 
than as.the Believers did, that Were filled with the boly Ghoſt in 
fmnpleneſs of beart, as before is ſaid ; and yet we judge not thoſe 
who break outward Bread, and drink outward Wine, being com- 
manded fo-to do, and put in remembrance thereby of the Body 
and- Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Remembrancer, the Spirit of 
Truth, which 1s appointed by the Father to lead into all Truth, 
Bur to-do ir by itnitation, 'or tradition onely, ( as moſt do it, if 
not all at this day ) we know it 18 not an Offering unto God in' 
Righteouſneſs, neither do we believe this to be the Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; and yet; the eating Gow Fleſh, and 
drinking of the Blood of Chriſt, we believe man mult know and wit- 
neſs, or he hath »o bfe in his, Joh,6.53,54,55. And we believe 
that many are ſtriving now 1n their ſpirits, as the Fews did, verſ. 
52. ſaying, How cax this man give us bis fleſh to eat ? And not 
only the Jews, but many of his Diſciples ſaid, This #s @ hard 
ſaying, who can bear it? ver. 60, and at verſ,63. he tells ther, 
tt is the Spirit that quickens, the fleſh profiteth nothing - the words 
that I ſpeak, unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Tie: and he 
that hears and underſtands thele words that are Spirit and Life, 
will not be offended at what I have ſpoken of the Fleſh and Blood 
of Chriſt X AH 
'' By the ſame Spirit and Grace'we' believe, . That Prayer is an 
Ordinance of God, when performed by his Spirit, in its words,, 
(and not thoſe which man's wiſdom teacheth) or without words, 
by fighs and groans which cannot be mttered , and theſe ic often as 
the Spirit 14 ſelf pleaſety*: But: the Form without the Spirit, 
whether it be by words of other men's framing; or words of” a 
man's own ſpirit, according to his will, time and manner ; this 
is not the Prayer that prevails with God, And we believe there 
is none ſo weak and infirm, but this Spirit proffers its help 
at ſome time or other, though man regardeth it not. And the 
moxe man's mind is oathered within from all viſibles, the more 


its 
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rit,in its ſecret cryes to. God, anſ{werable to the wants of that 
man or. woman, in whom it moves and cryes. And by the due 
watching thereunto, we believe and know the Spirit of Prayer 
and of Adoptian, that cryes unto God, comes to be diſcerned and 
diftinguiſhed from a'man's own ſpizit and will. 
We believe by the ſame gift of Grace, that there ate ſeveral 
Miniſtrations, and ſeveral Operations, according to I Cor. x2, and 
all by the ſame Spirit, as before the Law, and after the Law by 
Moſes, and after by John the Baptift, and Chriſt and his Apo- 
les; and.in all theſe the Miniſtration bad. agceptance with 
Gad through the management of the Spiit,and its xejeFion and 
dillike of God for. the want thereof, And by this Spirit were the 
Scriptures given forth,” and the holy men of God did ſpeak; PIo= 
hefie, preach and pray as they were moved ; and for want of it, 
the letter did, and dath kl. And forthe further appearance and. 
pouring out of this Spirit, anſwerable unto the work and ſervice. 
that God had for them, to do, they were to wait, as Clriſt.com- 
manded his Diſciples to do at Jeruſalem, to receive the Prannſe-af+ 
#þhe Father : For,by this Spirit, he that ſpeaks, ſtraky «the Oracle 
Ged, And therefore, as it was the practice of the. People:of 
God in 01d time, to wait for the moving and (urring of qhis, Spi- 
it, that they might ſpeak 49 4t gays then Miterance,, in, the exin 
| pS5 and FEARY Ol hereof ; to do.this People ( called; Que 
kers) now ;- and according tg, its moving in their hearts, they: 
iniſter, according to. the ſignification of the -Spuzit, Whereby, 
they underſiand both what and when to ſpeak, and when to, be. 
Glewt ; as alſ0,wbo the Jars that miniſter and fpeak.intheir awn 
wills, above the Croſs f -briſt, which the Apoſtle, was cargfyl at» 
Ways to be in ſubjeRipn, to, leſt he ſhovid make it void, by ſpeak 
ins the words Which man's wiſdom teacheth.; and therefore as, 
the Szints did, ſo we dobelieve,, ad therefare we. ſbeak;: and;ſuch, 
Preaching and Speaking in Faith, as well, as Praying wn. Faith, is 
Hc<cPpta le untq God, as his. Worſhip, and.not oiherwilge, :. :.-: 
beheve,by,the ſame Spirig, That theiſum of al 
Rehgion, according to Truth, and the hgnification,of the. word; 
Re igipn | is, M2,not, at liberty tn bus wil ou bon AGAL WH. 
i9 God, by his hawng given ta him, by the Light of.C fv Pow pw 
ras ſabe aid kpwvledg: of hielf 6. in binfely, hn jo 
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for tver, and from this fight a true ſence towriſe ny and remain with 
hin ; from whence ſpring vnutterable groans and cryes unto 
God, under the-weight of the burden atid wretchednefs, by rea- 
fonof the body of {(m and death; and then when there was none 
to help or pitty in this ſtate, then is Mercy ſhewed in Chriſt the 
Arm-of God, which'is revealed as an help, neither ſeen, nor 
known, where, how or when to come at it, or feet with it : And 
this bzgets in the heart'of that man and woman, in, and unt6 
whom it is thus revealed, thanks and praiſes uritb God, For this 
Gift and Revelation of his'Sdn, in this heedful tine; whottt the 
ſoul ſees to be the gift of Erernal Love, © 
And we believe and know, upon this Love and Faithfulneſs of 
God, is founded, built and eſtabliſhed the Everlaſting Covehant 
(whereby not. only all men may be ſaved for irs ab:{ity, but ſome 
ſhall be ſaved 'becauſe of its prevalency ) which 1s not like to the 
Covenant which he made with our ſathers, And although all man- 
kind is not ſaved, yer it is not hecauſe either of ;»ſ»fficienty in 
this Covenant, or becauſe of the weakneſs of the Grare that appears 
in and view all men ; _—_— & 7s _, lovin 7 a 

chooſing bis. own deluſions, whereby hr. tion ts of himſelf, an 
Go tee of his blood-in the free tender of his okbq ef 
ſereveng of hus Spirit within him, For we know affuredly, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures of Truth, and experience of all ſouls that 
ever were truly converted t6 God, that though by Grace man #t 
[aved, not of. himſ*lf,bux by the free gift ; Fer as the old world did, 
and rhoſe-rebeltious Fews; ſpoken'of, Atts >. who, as did their 
fathers; ſo did-they, a/wayes refiſtrhe = Ghoſt ; ſo do men now, 
And yetin the tender of this. Grace, and ſtriving of his Spirit, the 
Lord is a God ſo hiding himſelf in the manavement of this Rri- 
vingand miniſtration of his Spitit, a$ if it wholly depended up- 
ohiman's:choice and (conferititig, that Man's will, as to him, 18 

as it wete) free intejecting or accepting, Life and Death bein 
er before him ; whereby in-the Wiſdom of God, the propenſity 
of his/Nature,avit came out of the hands-of bis Maker, hath an 
aleggle 196-by chit dodling of God, to put forth ix Celf;. fo that 
tnanaz as fie inthe choice, 'aghe is'in the refuſat of the tender 
of Mercy and help, and that with an equal 3hdifferency, as it ap- 
pears to him in this ſtate ; 7 ON EIN. afterwards, 2 150 
- or urItner 
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further growth in this Grace and knowledge of Chriſt, he ſees 
clearly and convincingly, that the Grace (that wrought hidden- 
ly fron his fight and knowledge, in the firlt working, tender,and 
miniſtration of God. towards him) gained his conſent througtits 
own prevalency in the Love of God ; by which ſight and ſence 
ſelf comes to be abhorred, and che free Love (fo admired, that he 
knows from firſt to. laſt, all was of Grace, and that free ; that ſelf 
1s not. able to challenge any thing as due from what-it had done, 
but all of gift,, and. yet, as before,wich ſuch an-equal indifferency 
on man's account;;- ſo that God;may and will-appear to be juſt, 
both in condemning and ſaving, and the Fuſtifier freely of all that 
believe in Feſus, the Light of the World. | 
Theretore, let all take heed how they diſlike this Miniſtration 
of God, and. ſtriving of hs. Spiri! in their hearts and conſciences, 
under colour and pretence of its inſufficiency; and therefore they 
will not come to him, becauſe his drawings and ſtrivings arenot 
ſo ſtrong as they would have them to be , looking for ſuch an 
overpowering and trrefiftibleneſs, as they are not able to with- 
Rand and eainſay ; leſt ſuch periſh through a wilful negle&, and 
for want of (tretChing out their hand; - when the Lord holds out 
his ; and ſo they perth in the ditch, with a vain expeRation of 
further power, or cry in their mouthes, Lord have mercy upon #4 : 
and ſo with the ſluggard, while they cry, yet a little more ſlumber 
and folding of the hands to fleep, their Garden « overgrown with 
weeds, and their backs cloathed with rags, and they beg un harorſt ; 
whilſt others that have ſows :n tears, not fainting, do in due time 
reap in joy ; and not deſpifing the crums that fell from the table, nor 
the day of ſmall things, witneſs the preſence of their Beloved, come 
down into his Garden, and walking among the Lillies. Coles 
Let theſe things be truly confilered; pondred and weighed in 
the true Ballance of Light and Righreouſneſs, leſt any ſoub periſh 
through the falſe weight and meaſure ; -(o ſhall my ſoul-rejoyce 
that any have eſca d the Net of the Fowler, through the difco- 
very of the :rue Light, and God have all the glory, unco'whom 
alone it belongs, and. man «ſhamed, confognded, his mouth ftopped, 
and he laid 3n tho duſt. for ever.; and then ſhall my end be-arfſmered 
ig writing theſe thivgs. l nid Reg SM 20 
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C oncerning Perf waſions in Matters of Religion. 


Here is the Natural man and the Spiritual man, 
and there are the Perſwafions of each in and 
about matters of Religion. There is the Per- 
ſwaſion of Reaſon, and the Perſwaſion of Faith, - -- 
The Perſwafion of- Reaſon is that belief which man 
receives into his mind or heart from the exerciſe of the 
Reaſoning Faculty : and this Perſwaſion in Matters of 
Religion is but Man's Opinion.pr Judgement, which 
how certain or infallible ſoeyer it appear to him,yet may 
be ſhaken by ademon{tration or evidence of. an higher 
Kind and nature, _ DEE * 
The Perſwaſion .of Faith is that Belief, ' which, the 
New-Creature receives into, the renewed mind, from 
the Evidence and. Demonſtration of rhe- Spirit, which 
openeth and manitefteth the things of the Spirit, unto 
that mind which is begotten and renewed: by it.; , And 
this Perſwaſion is certain and infallible, .howeyer it may 
be ſtruck at and battered, by the reaſonings of.the,wiſe, 
earthly part, even in that yery man, whoſe heart is thus 
perſwaded, by the Light of the Spirit of God, concern- 
ing the things of God's /Kingdom.,. - : (1 
Now the loweſt Perſwalion of Faith is:higher and of 
a more-noble nature than the-higheſt Perſwaſioh of Res- 
ſon;. becauſe Faith:is-of an higher Principle, and of a 
deeper natpre and grayng;; than Man s Reaſon. is.; But 
this (becauſe, it appears not in Man's ſphear,! but-rathes 
out of it, and is contrary to the line. and [reach of - his 
wiſdom ) is accounted. by him fool:fonefi* and. m of : 
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Thus is the Wiſdom of God (and the Children thereof ) 
Judged anc condemned by Man in his day. 
| how-can it be otherwiſe > How can the wiſdom 
of Man but judge that as fooliſhneſs, whoſe beauty and 
excellency is hid from its eye ? Butthisis, becaulerhe 
wiſdom of Man'is out of its place, not ſubjeRed tothe 
Wiſdom of God, but exalted aboveir ; erdfore bhs 2 
curſe unto'it) is it ſuffered to litr up it ſelf in its con- 
ceiredneſs againſt, and'ſoto perſecate the pure Wiſdom 
of God and the births thereot, that it might fall, and be 
broken, 'and ſnared, and- taken, and irs day deſervedly 
come 'to'an end, and be ſhut up in the ſhadows and 
chambers of eternal darkneſs. - 2, 
But whatear of Man canthear this ! Surely none that 
is whole in the line of Maw's wiſdom, reaſon and under- 
ſtanding > butthat alone which is bruiſed, broken and 
inſome meaſare daſhed to pieces,' by the tnroads'sf 2 
diviner Life and Nature. This, inthe leadings/of that 
Life 'which hath broken it, and in the ſhinings of the 
Light Eternal -upon it and into it, may be enabled to take 
up the Croſs to the natural ' part, and to die that Death 
with Chriſt, which preſerves from the ſecond Death, 
with the miſery thereof. | = 
Happy is he, who knows and hearkensto the Per- 
ſwafions of God's Spirit, who isbormof God, and taught 
to wait upon him and worſhip himin Spirit;who'recerves 
his Religion from the Light of Faith;'mto the renewed 
Nature and Mind, and not fromthe Regſfon of Man into. 
the natural underſtanding, whichiis eafily-cortupted and.” 
cannot be kept pure, bur alone by the indwelling of the 
Principle of Eternal Life in it. s CD -£ hal _ 
For though fuch may faſter very deeply tn this world; 
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from the men of this world ( as LS Subjects and Servants 
to the Principle of Lite have done in all Ages and Gene- 
rations) yet their Principle will bear them out, in which 
God will x {pay to ſtrengthen and refreſh their ſpirits, 
and carry them up above all their Sufferings in the Pati- 
ence, Meekneſs, and Faith of the Lamb, And keepi 


.to their Principle, they cannot be overcome, but mu 


either live or die Conquerors, according tothe Will and 
good Pleaſure of Him who ordereth and diſpoſeth of all 
things well, and bringeth good out of every evil, in de- 
ſpight of all the powers of darkneſs. And he that over- 
cometh (whether by lite or death) in the Lamb's Spirit, 
ſhall wear the Lamb's Crown, and fit down in that per- 
tet Reſt in the Kingdom of the Father, which will give 
the hearts of all his Children full Satisfaction, In which 
aſſured hope (Life ſtirring in our boſoms, and quickning 
our hearts with Love unto our God , and Zeal for his 
Fruth) we can freely give up all that is near and dear un- 
to us in this world,* and lay down our heads in inward 
Peace, inthe midſt of the greateſt outward Perſecution 
and Trouble: Even ſo, O Lord, thy Will be done concern- 
ng this Generation of thy People, whom thou halt begotten to 
thy ſelf, and brougt forth by thy mighty Power, ta teft1fie ta 
thy Truth in this preſent day. Diſpoſe of them as it pleaſeth 
Thee, and let not their Faith in Thee, nor thy Faithfulneſs 
to Them fail, but let them be a Praiſe to thy Name through- 
out all Generations, and tenared by Thee as the Firſt-fruits 
of thine Appearance, wn the glorious Light of the everlaſting 
Day, after this great, long, thick and dark might of Apoſtacy 
from the Life and Spirit of the Apoſtles, which hath ſo long 


eclipſed and covered the brightneſs of thy Beauty from the 


fight of the Earth. 
Haac Peningtan. 
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